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INTRODUCTION

Mary Gray Tennant came to the United States, as a Scottish
lass, at the age of nineteen.

She had an average education and had worked in the textile
factories in Scotland.

She married Alexander (Sandy ) Tennant in 1872.

Her life was not to be an easy one, nor a life of leisure.
She was glad of devoting her life to mankind. She was very
religious, and felt that what she had to do, was what God
would have her do. I know when God called her to heaven

He said, "Mary, your work was well done,"

She gave me this interesting story. I took the notes in
1939. She was then 87 years young.

ILer mind was very alert. She was living in her home with
her two sons, James (Mugsy) and Arthur (Art).

Her many friends, neighbors and relatives were frequent
visitors. ©She was still the wonderful hostess.

Her health failed. S5he went to live with her daughter, Belle
McNees, in Rawlins, Wyoming. She required constant care, The
ladies who took care of her said she was always considerate
and tried to take care of her needs more than her health would
permit.

Many relatives and several friends were with her when she
passed away.

I thank Mary Tennant and her daughter, Belle MchNees, for the
notes which made my article possible.

I also thank the following for his or her memoir:
E. A. (Bud) McHNees

W. H. (Bill) McNees

June McNees

Scott McNees

Gertrude McNees

Isabelle Posey



MARY TENNANT

The family of James Gray and his wife Christina Irons Anderson
lived in Bonnie Brae, Erdire, Ayrshire, Scotland. *(1) The
family was of Presbyterian faith, and had eleven children; nine
girls and two boys.

Mary was born November 4, 1851. She was the sixth daughter and
lived a normal, active childhood.

In school she was taught the regular subjects, but also had to
study the Bible.

Mary worked in a Glasgow *(2) factory, and ir the Steam Looms
at Ernie McPhersons, for three years. These were textile fac-
tories. The work was very interesting to Mary, as she loved
to work with her hands.

Mary and her sister, Agnes, came to the United States in 1871.
They went to Barton, Maryland. Agnes married a man whose last
name was Lees.

Mary worked for and stayed in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Banaman
for two years. She also worked for }Mr. and Mrs. Greenlees dur-
ing this time.

Mary met Alexander (Sandy) Tennant, and after the usual court-
ship married him at Tekin, Maryland on rovember 1§, 1872. Here
they set up housekeeping, and had three children born to them;
Alexander in 1873, Christina in 1875, and James Gray in 1877.
Al1 together there were eleven children born to them.

The Tennant family moved to Kansas March 16, 1873. Here they
obtained a farm on which they worked the land, raised a large
vegetable garden, raised a few milk cows, mules and horses.

Sandy traded and sold horses and mules, but did not get rich.

Life for Mary was harder in Kansas, as her house was made of
mud, with a dirt flocr. This made it almost impossible to keep
clean, She had to make all their mattresses from corn husks,
sew the clothing by hand, carry water to drink and wash her
clothes with, which she did by hand on a wash board.

There were no doctors in the community at this time, so the
neighbors depended upon one ancther for help. Mary, always
willing to kelp a friend, began her career as a mid-wife. She
delivered the neighbor's babies and in return a neighbor de-
livered Mary's baby, Robert, who was born in 1879.

The spirit of "Go West, Young Man Go West", was in the air.
Mary, 3andy and family moved to Wyoming, October 9, 1881, lo-
cating in Carbon. This was a coal mining town belonging to the
Union Pacific Hailroad.



Sandy tried to work in the mines, but suffered from 3rights
Disease *(3) and asthma. The dust did not help his breathing,
it only made his suffering worse.

After six months in Wyoming, they returned to their farm in
Kansas in the year 1882. The farm was near the Nebraska-
Kansas line, a few miles from Republican City, Mebraska, which
is row owned by one of the neighbor's sons.

During this stay in Kansas, three girls and a boy were born;
Jannette in 1882, Isabelle Miller in 1884, Agnes in 1887 and
John in 1890.

Once again the family of Sandy and Mary Tennant returned to
Wyoming in 1890. They stopped inHanna, a coal mirning town,
where the trains stopped to put coal and water in the engines.
These elements made the engines run.

Here in Hanna was a coal chute which made loading the coal
easier and a water tank holding many gallons of water. These
were close to Mary's home, as she lived across the street from
the railroad.

Sandy's health had not improved, so Mary started a boarding
house. There were fifty boarders, all miners, who were very
glad to have good home cooked meals.

Bvery day she put up fifty lunches, baked pies, cakes and bread.
Each was a chore of its own.

Her meals were so popular with the railroad personnel; she was
known from the Atlantic to the Pacific for them.

She tended the sick and helped the disabled. Her career as a
mid-wife began once more. Mary delivered a total of 403 babies.

She was never too busy, nor too tired to help others when needed.

As her daughters were very good about helping her, she took in
sewing and ironing. The daughters did the dishes and made the
beds before leaving for school each morning.

A terrible explosion happened in Union Pacific Coal Company's
Mine Number One, June, 1903. *(4) One hundred seventy-one
miners were killed. Many of these were Mary's boarders, but
as luck would have it, not one of her three sons who worked
there was killed. %*(5)

Mary's husband, Sandy, <died in 1904 of brights Disease. Six
children survived. Five other children preceeded him in death.

Two explosions occured in the same mine on March 28, 1908. *(6)
fifty-eight miners were killed, leaving thirty-three widows
and one hundred fatherless children.



Alex, Mary's son, and a son-in-law, William (Bill) Pascoe
were killed. Alex was recognized by his hand, which had
fingers missing. Bill Pascoe left a wife and several chil-
dren. Eill Pascoe and several miners, with the mules, are
still in the mine.

Mary now started looking toward the future. She started to
buy cattle. Her son James had taken up a homestead near Leo.
She later took up an adjoining homestead.

A life of leisure was not to be Mary's. dHer daughter, Chris-
tina, died in 1913, leaving two orphans, Annabelle and Alex
Pascoe. Mary took the children to raise. Annabelle died in
1816 of a heart condition.

Her daughter-in-law, Mary (Robert's wife) diedé in 1916, leav-
ing a daughter and four sons. Mrs. Jones, the other grand-
mother, took the girl to raise. Mary took the four Tennant
boys, William (Bill), Earl (Weary), Evan (Sleepy), and Alex
(Moon) to raise, the youngest being eighteen months old.

Her herd of cattle was now increasing. In 1916, she decided
to take the children to the country to live. The ranch was
twenty-seven miles North of Hanna and ten miles South of Leo.
(No one lives there now. It is owned by John volling.)

Mary took her charm and hospitality to this new home in the
country. It was a three bedroom home, with a large living
room, large kitchen and large pantry. She brought her lovely
dishes, carpets, furniture, including a new hand operated wash-
ing machine. She had a beautiful RCA Victor phonograph with

a megaphone horn. The music was enjoyed by all. This was a
home filled with much love.

Mary now had some leisure time, and, she could once again use
her art of butter making, crocheting and knitting. She raised

a large garden, planting the seeds according to the signs of

the moon. Her many friends in hanna and Rawlins enjoyed the
vegetables. For her family, she canned the vegetables to use
during the winter months. Jams and jellies were also made

from wild currants and choke cherries. Ghe bought fresh peaches,
plums and pears, which she also canned.

Mary did not pamper the boys, but they had time to play, work
and live an active life.

Sunday was a day for chicken dinner, ice cream and cake. Feople
loved to visit Mary, as her home was the nicest one around.

To Mary, cleanliness was next to Godliness. FEach Saturday the
house was cleaned from corner to corner. Every spring each
room was papered, the picture frames painted gold and all the
furniture was varnished. Her milk cellar was s0 clean and
cool, one enjoyed being there.



Twenty-seven students were enrolled in the country school,
which was located in the center of the community. The school
teachers stayed with Mary, as she had a spare bedroom. I
know eachr enjoyed her charming ways arc¢ learned many things
from her.

Une by one the boys left for homes of their own. dnly
William (5ill) and Earl (Weary) are now living in 1979.

When Social Security was enacted, many of her 403 babies
came o Mary for verification of their birth, in orger to
receive a Social Security Card. Even in her eighties, she
had a wonderful memory. She could recall what time of day
each was born, who was present and the weather of that par-
ticular day.

These were to be her last kind deeds.

Mary passed away on September §, 1941, two months before her
ninetieth birthday.

She left each of us who knew her, a better person for having
known her.

Mary's philosophy was:

I have to live with myself, and so

I want to be fit for myself to know,

I want to be able as the days g0 by,

Always to 1look myseclf straight in the eye:
I don't want to stand with the setling sun,
And hate myself for the things I have done.

Mary met the challenge to be a woman, and what a wonderful one
she was; gentle, kind, understarding, encouraging, warm, sirong,
faithful, unselfish, loving, andé very interesting.



GRANDMA TENNART
Also known as the mother of Hanna, Wyoming.

As it has been so many years since I was a yYoungster anag it
has been such a long time since Grandma's passing away, a lot
of the rememberances have slipped away from me.

But as T can recollect, she was a little over 5' tall and
possibly as big around, in her younger years. It is very
bossible this effect was caused by the large amounts of cloth-
ing she wore and also the style of them. T ¢an never remember
seeing her feet as she wore dresses that drug the ground. She
was a familiar sight in the summer, in her garden, with a hoe

in her hand and a big sunbonnet on her head. She was the only
bperson, man or woman, that coulg pick things up without seeming
to bend her knees. She was able to do this until after 80 years
of age.

The family dinners at her place were outstanding. Corn on the
¢ob was cooked in a wash boiler. I have seen whole pigs roast-
ed in her oven and served with corn, potatoes and several veget-
ables, either fresh or canned by her.

As I can remember, there were no factory canned goods except
Red Cross milk and possibly tomatoes. These family dinners
were of'ten served to 20 or 30 relatives and friends. The rea-
son for this rememberance, is the fact that the big people ate
first and we kids had to wait our turn, often having to do the
dishes so we would have something to eat from.

Grandma was always there to help. I think I must have been
around her as much as I was at heme .

I remember she was always ready to help in pain or whatever.

I always delighted in breaking a shoe string and watching her
find one in her chifferobe. I tell you, they looked like sSpa-
ghetti hanging in there.

She could ease an injury in her 5cottish way or she could be
stern and make you realize you were in the wrong.

She never got completely over her Scotch language, and as we

kids were in Rawlins during school year, I, myself, haéd to
learn her language all over in the summer.

Signed: T R ot i

Wm. H, (£ill) McNees
Grandson
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GRANDMA TEFNANT

I remember the day Bill and I were married, August 24th, 1537,
hottest day of the year. I wore a gray wool gabardine suit
and Grandma swore I was half naked and was very umhappy because

I would not take one of her heavy wool petticoats.

Also, when I was pregnant--which I myself did not know, Grandma
insisted I was pregnant and I thought I knew betier, but, of
course, Grandma was right. The most amazing thing I remember
about Grandma--up till her death at the age of 83 years and 10
months---she used glasses only for reading, had her own teeth
and a head of heavy hair.

Just sorry I only got to know her for 4 years.

Signed:

June Mcliees
Granddaughter-by-marriage

GRANDMA TENNANT

Boy, you sure ask a lot from someone who cannot remember last
year. Do you realize that it has been about 29 years since she
died? That made me a sweet, young, innocent lad.

Well, I denna Key wha I'l1l talk aboot. But back to the subject
of this masterpiece.

To me, when young, SGrandma was a rather large person. I believe
this to be from the way she dressed, and also because I was
smaller than she was. She always wore an apron, and long dresses,
which just cleared the floor--sometimes. I do not recall seeing
her dressed in anything fancy. She was always busy. If she
wasn't sweeping the floor, she was giving it a mopping.

In the mornings she would put on her sun-bonnet and work in the
garden, usually hoeing the weeds.

Bvery spring called for the annual house cleaning. This con-
sisted of everything, from adding a new coat of wall paper, to
painting all the picture frames with gold paint. It was also
time to fumigate with sulphur to get rid of the bedbugs.

Also, every spring, as soon as possible, the front yard had
to be spaded up. This was for her flower garder. After the
flowers started to bloom, she would have fresh flowers in the
house everyday.

To me, she was a very strict person and she had a temper once
in awhile. But on the other hand, she saved us a few swats from
Art and Mugsy. There were times she would have us mop the floors.



She always had a little something for us. A dime, sometimes
a cookie or even a sack of Bull or some of Mugsy's Union Leaders.

She always kent a supply of cookies or cupcakes on hand. These
were in metal tea cans on the top shelf in the pantry. Just out
of reach. There were three cans. I imagine that they held
about 19 pounds of tea. They seemed pretty large.

She had to have her tea during the day. It was always steecped
for about a half hour, when done, it was as black as coffee.

After she bhecame sick and not able to get around, she seemed to
get smaller, of course, by then I had grown up a little more.

After a couple of years, I believe that she gave up, and would
have rather died. I know that she suffered from pain for quite
a few years. I still remember her calling; "Haw, Jim," when
she wanted him.

She woulé mix a few Scotch words in her talk once in awhile,
but rnot too much, as I remember.

Well, your writer of a brother, will now lay his pen down and
will probably not write another word for a year.

I hope this will helr,
Signed:

Bud McNees
Grandson

Post Secript:

T always liked to be at Grandma's when she made scones. I
remember them as tasting real good.

Forgot about the terrific beating the old feather bed in the
living room took from her broom.

GRAMOMA TENNANT

I was born in her house and all through the years I was wel-
comed to stay with her at anytime. 1In fact I believe I stayed
at her house more than at my parents home. This went on over
25 years.

Signed:

Scott MecNees
Grandson



GRAHDMA TENNANT

I use to go over there when I was a little girl and she treat-
ed me like her own.

Through thz years my family and I were welcome to stay as long
as we wanted to.

Signed:

Gertrude McNees
Granddaughter-by-marriage

GRANDMA TERNANT

The first time I remember seeing Grandma, she was standing on
the front step of her home in Hanna. She was dressed in 2
dark skirt, a white blouse and a white apron. She met us with
a smile.

She was a large lady of poise and charm. She always had a hug
and squeeze for a child.

I stared with awe as I entered her kitchen. The largest table
I had ever seen was covered with pies, cakes and bread. There
must have been 20 pies, 6 cakes, and many loaves of bread.

Several years after this, she moved to the country north of
Hanra, but not as far north as Leo. Our home was only three-
quarters of a mile from her home.

My four brothers and I had to go to Grandma's everyday. The
days we didn't go to her house the boys came to visit us. I
know no other children had more fun than we.

We lived the farthest from schocl. We stopped at Grandma's
for the boys. We rode in a buggy pulled by two horses.
Mother rode in a buggy pulled by one horse. He was a trotter.
He really covered the miles in a short time.

Grandma always had cookies or hot rolls for us to enjoy when
we left the boys off. She didn't make a recipe of cookies.
She made several hundred. I am not kidding.

I did not see Grandma much after I left to go to High School
in Rawlins in 1922.

I thank her for my Mother (Aunt Belle to many). She passed
away in 1968. She was the last of Grandma's children.

Grandma left me her love to cocok, iron and to do something
nice for someone else everyday.

Isabelle Posey
Granddaughter



MaRY TERKNANT

Born: November 4, 1851 Rugtherland near Glasgow
Died: September 6, 1941 Rawlins, VWyoming

Father: James Gray

Mother: Christina Irons Anderson Lanerickshire

Sisters: Lizzy, Ellen, Marge, Gennie, ignes, Nellie,
Janet, Christina

Brothers: Alexander, HLobert

Grandparents:

Mother: (Alexander Irons) Lismahaghi
(Elizabeth Dyet )

Father: (Agnes Snedon) Stanls
(James Gray ) Rutherland

Children of Alexander and Mary Gray Tennant:

Alexander august 16, 1873 March 28, 1908 - N. M.
Christina June 25, 1875 April 1913

James Gray May 8, 1877 Jecember 19, 1955- I. M.
Robert March 17, 1879 September, 1934
Jannette July 26, 1882 November 4, 1894
Isabelle Miller December 28, 1884 May 2, 1968

Agnes March, 1886 September 2, 1892

John April 28, 1890 October, 1943

Arthur vecember 2, 1892 May 31, 1963 - N. M.
Baby November 8, 1893 November 8, 1893

Mary March, 1899 March, 1899

(M. M. - Not Married)
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